
 

 

 

 

Well hello there! 

 

Welcome to Madison, Wisconsin and to the 58th annual CCMA! All of us here at the Willy Street 

Co-op are thrilled to have you here. I must admit, there’s nothing quite like throwing a party for 

500 people while you’re in the throes of a remodel. We’re taking a no holds barred approach to 

showing you just what a store remodel can look like, and are happy to answer any questions 

you have over the course of the conference. Please excuse our dust! 

 

Madison has a lot to offer while you’re here. I hope you’ll find a little time to check out one of the 

four successive lakes of the Yahara River, two of which (Mendota and Monona) form our 

Isthmus. Our natural resources make Madison a truly beautiful place to live and work. The 

Saturday morning Dane County Farmers’ Market is not to be missed! It is the largest producer-

only farmers’ market in the world, and full of incredible local food. My personal 

recommendations are the Snug Haven spinach and tomatoes, the kettle corn available at 

various street corners, and the cronuts from Graze. YUM YUM. We have two beautiful art 

museums, the Madison Museum of Contemporary Art and the Chazen, both within walking 

distance of your hotel. We also have a gorgeous new Central Library branch just blocks away - 

it is an exciting new addition to our downtown and worth a visit! 

 

Madison is also home to a LOT of co-ops! In fact, Dane County has one of the highest 

concentrations of cooperatives in the nation. We have cooperatively owned grocery stores, taxi 

cabs, a bakery, a coffee roaster, a daycare, housing options and more, along with lots of credit 

unions. You’ll have an opportunity to visit some of these places through Thursday’s tours. 

  

CCMA is an incredible opportunity to learn from and about other co-op’s best practices, trials 

and tribulations, successes and advancements. Every year I am impressed with the amount of 

planning, creativity, enthusiasm and WORK that goes into planning this conference. This year is 

no exception, and I wanted to give a special thanks to Ann Hoyt, fearless leader of these efforts 

for the past 25 years. Without Ann CCMA would not be nearly the epic event that it is today. 

Cheers to you, Ann! 

 

Eat a cheese curd (fried or fresh), have an Old Fashioned and enjoy all that Wisconsin has to 

offer. We’ll see you Saturday at the Madison Children’s Museum for a night of dancing, eating 

and celebrating! 

 

Yours in Cooperation, 

 

 

Anya Firszt 

General Manager 

Williamson Street Grocery Cooperative 


